HITLER  AND   I

Nobody had read Mein Kampf, so everybody had to
pay his own bill.

Meanwhile Hitler's Conversion5 had become known
in high places. It was certain that never again would
he revolt against the Reichswehr or the civil authorities.
What was not realized, however, was that if Hitler the
revolutionary was dead. Hitler the opportunist was
more alive than ever.

Faced with the combative fury of Ludendorff and
Gregor Strasser, the Bavarian Government, urged on
by the Minister Giirtner, decided on Adolf's premature
release.

On December 20, 1924, a telegram addressed to the
fortress of Landsberg ordered the immediate release of
Hitler and Kriebel. Hitler left the prison the same day.
Saul the revolutionary, transformed into Paul the good
apostle, left on his journey towards the conquest of
power.

His first care was to make peace with Rome. 'One
cannot fight two enemies at once/ he explained to the
deputy Jurgen von Ramin, who visited him at Lands-
berg. He adhered to this policy in spite of the attacks
of the Right Wing paper the Reichswart, edited by
Count von Reventiow, and he solemnly informed Herr
Heinrich Held, Prime Minister and leader of the
Popular Catholic Party of Bavaria, that he condemned
General Ludendorff*s atheism.
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